306          EDUCATION WITH A TRADITION

those most devoted to a school, a college, or a system,
the following lines imply.    They are taken from a

inencement address given by the Superior of Manhattanville
College to a large gathering of past and present scholars
in June 1933 : * " We should distinguish between essential
and accidental traditions, the first growing out of funda-
mental principles, the second loved and delightful for
many reasons, perhaps, but too dependent on time and
circumstance to  be unchanging.    A few  of our 'old
children ' make the mistake of deploring changes in these
latter as if they meant the tumbling down of an entire
beloved structure.    The greater number by far, however,
realise that we to-day try to do, not what St. Madeleine
Sophie did in 1850, but what she would do to-day were
she facing the problems which are ours.    For the educa-
tional principles of St. Madeleine Sophie are based upon
changeless truths. . . .     Accidentals may, indeed must,
change to meet changed conditions, but truth, despite
Protagoras and Bergson, is not relative, and it is on truth
and on the capacity of the human mind to attain to it that
St. Madeleine Sophie built her educational system."
This system, it would seem, will be carried out most
fully in those places where the Order may best adapt itself
to the circumstances of time and place; the more
perfect the adjustment the more complete will be the
development.
Every living, growing entity has its own characteristic
needs that spring from the very nature of its being. The
most fundamental need of a Teaching Order, at the present
time, seems to be the freedom to remain itself. A Catholic
parent has a right to expect from a convent school a type
of education well described in an address read by Mrs. R J.
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